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A Study Epitaph for Yelucite Wuliben in Qitan Small Characters
Liu Fengzhu, Cong Yanshuang, Yu Zhixin, NaRen Gaowa

Summary

The subject epitaph was unearthed in the early summer of 1997, in the village of
Sharibaote, the town of Baiyiwendu under the jurisdiction of Aluteerqin Banner of the In-
ner Mongolia Autonomous District. It is now housed in the Alteerqin Museum.

Via deciphering, the title of epitaph has come to be known as “The epitaph for cer-
tain Wuliben of the Puguzhi Yiligin Family, associated with the six ministries of the Grand
Central Hara Qitan Nation” . Yiligin was the title for a minister in Qitan. The epitaph was
specifically for Yelucite Wuliben. He was bom in the year of 1044, and dyed on Septem-
ber the 19th of 1081 at the age of 38. The author of the epitaph was Hudugin, a member
of the royal uncles.

Since the subject of the epitaph did not live long, never assumed a high official posi-
tion, led an ordinary life and had no children, the author tried to embellish the epitaph by
elaborating on his family history. It described in detail his ancestors relation with the pro-
genitor of the Liao dynasty. He then, starting from the 7th generation of the subject’ s an-
cestors on down to the subject himself, related in details each generation’s story. There-
fore, this epitaph has recorded a detailed genealogy of the subject. Based on our limited
initial decipherment, it is possible to give a summary the seven background of the seven
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generations of ancestors.

The subject’ s ancestor of the 7th generation: Heluning Ludi Yiligin.

The subject’ s ancestor of the 6th generation: Dinian Yiligin.

The subject’ s ancestor of the 5th generation: Kulin Langqun.

The subject’ s ancestor of the 4th generation: Yanshou Langqun.

The subject’s grand father: Pudehanli Langqun.

His father: Mulining Wuli Langqun. His mother: Lady Yanshi. His great uncle:
Dilie Langqun. His second uncle: Wulining Kongguli Daishi. His third uncle: Shiweng-
wuli Taiwei.

The subject: Yelucite Wuliben, 1044-1081. His wife: Lady Gu.

Included in the appendices are: manual transcription of the original text and pho-
tographs of the cover of the epitaph and the rubbings of the epitaph.
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